
 The third part of to -day's service is the offering of the holy Sacrifice. The portions that are sung by the choir are expres-
sive of the deepest desolation; and the history of our Lord's Passion, which is now to be read by anticipation, gives to the res t of 
the day that character of sacred gloom, which we all know so well. For the last five or six centuries, the Church has adopted  a spe-
cial chant for this narrative of the holy Gospel. The historian, or the evangelist, relates the events in a tone that is at o nce  grave 
and pathetic; the words of our Saviour are sung to a solemn yet sweet melody, which strikingly contrasts with the high domina nt of 
the several other interlocutors and the Jewish populace. During the singing of the Passion, the faithful should hold their pa lms  in 
their hands, and, by this emblem of triumph, protest against the insults offered to Jesus by His enemies. As we listen to eac h h u-
miliation and suffering, all of which were endured out of love for us, let us offer Him our palm as to our dearest Lord and K ing . 
When should we be more adoring, than when He is most suffering? These are the leading features of this great day. According t o 
our usual plan, we will add to the prayers and lessons any instructions that seem to be needed.  
 This Sunday, besides its liturgical and popular appellation of Palm Sunday, has had several other names. Thus it was called 
Hosanna Sunday, in allusion to the acclamation wherewith the Jews greeted Jesus on His entry into Jerusalem. Our forefathers used 
also to call it Pascha Floridum, because the feast of the Pasch (or Easter), which is but eight days off, is to -day in bud, so t o speak, 
and the faithful could begin from this Sunday to fulfil the precept of Easter Communion. It was in allusion to this name, tha t t he 
Spaniards, having on the Palm Sunday of 1513, discovered the peninsula on the Gulf of Mexico, called it Florida. We also find  th e 
name of Capitilavium given to this Sunday, because, during those times when it was the custom to defer till Holy Saturday the  bap-
tism of infants horn during the preceding months (where such a delay entailed no danger), the parents used, on this day, to w ash  
the heads of these children, out of respect to the holy chrism wherewith they were to be anointed. Later on, this Sunday was,  at  
least in some churches, called the Pasch of the competent,, that is, of the catechumens, who were admitted to Baptism; they a s-
sembled to -day in the church, and received a special instruction on the symbol, which had been given to them in the previous scr u-
tiny. In the Gothic Church of Spain, the symbol was not given till to -day. The Greeks call this Sunday Baïphoros, that is, Palm -
bearing.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK ï PALM SUNDAY  
Source:   St. Thomas Aquinas, Mediations & Readings for Lent ( 1937; repr., London:   Sheed & Ward, 1976), 126 -128.  

CHRISTôS PASSION SERVES US AS AN EXAMPLE 
 The Passion of Christ is by itself sufficient to form us in every virtue.  For whoever wishes to live perfectly, need do no 
more than scorn what Christ scorned on the cross, and desire what He there desired.  There is no virtue of which, from the cr oss, 
Christ does not give us an example.  
 If you seek an example of charity, Greater love than this no man hath, than that a man lay down His life for his friends 
(John xv. 13), and this Christ did on the cross.  And since it was for us that He gave his life, it should not be burdensome to bear 
for Him whatever evils come our way.  What shall I render to the Lord, for all the things He hath rendered to me (Ps. cxv.  12).  
 If you seek an example of patience, in the cross you find the best of all.  Great patience shows itself in two ways.  Either 
when a man suffers great evils patiently, or when he suffers what he could avoid and forbears to avoid.  Now Christ on the cr oss 
suffered great evils.  O all ye that pass by the way, attend and see, if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow (Lam. i 12).  And He 
suffered them patiently, for, led as a sheep to the slaughter . He was dumb as a lamb before his shearer (Isaias liii. 7).  
 Also it was in His power to avoid the suffering and He did not avoid it.  Thinkest thou that I cannot ask my Father, and he 
will give me presently more than twelve legions of angels? (Matt. xxvi. 53).  The patience of Christ, then, on the cross was the 
greatest patience ever shown.  Let us run by patience to the fight proposed to us:  looking at Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, 
who having joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame (Heb.  xii. I, 2).  
 If you seek an example of humility, look at the crucified.  For it is God who wills to be judged and to die at the will of Po n-
tius Pilate.  Thy cause hath been judged as that of the wicked (Job xxxvi. 17).  Truly as that of the wicked , for Let us condemn him 
to a most shameful death (Wis. ii. 20).  The Lord willed to die for the slave, the life of the angels for man.  
 If you seek an example of obedience, follow Him who became obedient unto death (Phil. ii. 8), for as by the disobedience 
of one, many shall be made just (Rom. v. 19).  

 If you seek an example in the scorning of the things of this world, follow Him who is the King of Kings, and the Lord of 
Lords, in whom are all the treasures of wisdom.  Lo! On the cross He hangs naked, fooled, spit upon, beaten, crowned with tho rns , 
sated with gall and vinegar, and dead.  My garments they parted among them; and upon my vesture they cast lots (Ps. xxi. 19).  
 Error to crave for honours, for He was exposed to blows and to mockery.  Error to seek titles and decorations for platting a 
crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in his right hand.  And bowing the knee before him, they mocked him, s ay-
ing Hail, king of the Jews (Matt. xvii. 29).  
 Error to cling to pleasures and comfort for they gave me gall for my food, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink 

(Ps. lxviii. 22).    

Pastor:  Rev. Fr. Joseph Terra, FSSP   

Office: 602 -374 -5067  Cell:  480 -231 -0573 (for urgent messages)     

Fax:  602 -466 -1623   Mail:  2312 E. Campbell Ave. Phoenix, AZ  85016  

Email:  contact@phoenixlatinmass.org   Website:  www.phoenixlatinmass.org  

Notitiæ  
March 28, 2010  

Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

Palm Sunday,  Class I, Red and Violet (preceded by Blessing of Palms and Procession)  
Philippians 2: 5 -11, St. Matthew 26: 36 -75; 27: 1 -60  

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Pro Populo  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, March 29  Thursday, April 1  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Monday in Holy Week  
Class I, Violet  
 

Isaias 50: 5 -10; St. John 12: 1 -9  
 

Nora Aquinaldo  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Last Supper  
Class I, White and Violet, 4 p.m.  
 

1 Corinthians 11: 20 -32; St. John 13: 1 -15  
 

Ralph McInerny+  

Tuesday, March 30  Friday, April 2  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Tuesday in Holy Week  
Class I, Violet  
 

Jeremias 11: 18 -20;  

St. Mark 14: 32 -72; 15: 1 -46  
Nelia Aquinaldo  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Good Friday, Liturgy of the Presanctified  
Class I, Black and Violet, 3 p.m.  
 

Osee 6: 1 -6; Exodus 12: 1 -11;.  

St. John 18: 1 -40; 19: 1 -42.  
 

Wednesday, March 31  Saturday, April 3  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Wednesday in Holy Week  
Class I, Violet  
 

Isaias 62: 11; 63: 1 -7; 53: 1 -12;   
St. Luke 22: 39 -71; 23: 1 -53  

Eddie Aquinaldo  

Propers:  
 
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

Holy Saturday, Paschal Vigil and Mass  
Class I, Violet and White, 11 p.m.  
 

Colossians 3: 1 -4; St. Matthew 28: 1 -7 
 
 

Confessions  
Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at Saint Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at 

Saint Thomas the Apostle, and at Saint Cecilia, if possible. Other times by arrangement.  


