
St. Joseph in His Workshop, by Gerrit Van Honthorst, 1620  

Sermon 2, On St Joseph, by St. Bernardine of Siena   

This is the general rule that applies to all individual graces given to a rational creature. Whenever divine grace se-

lects someone to receive a particular grace, or some especially favoured position, all the gifts for his state are given 
to that person, and. enrich him abundantly.  
This is especially true of that holy man Joseph, the supposed father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and true husband of the 
queen of the world and of the angels. He was chosen by the eternal Father to be the faithful foster -parent and 
guardian of the most precious treasures of God, his Son and his spouse. This was the task which he so faithfully car-
ried out. For this, the Lord said to him, "Good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord."  

A comparison can be made between Joseph and the whole Church of Christ. Joseph was the specially chosen man 
through whom and under whom Christ entered the world fittingly and in an appropriate way. So, if the whole Church 
is in the debt of the Virgin Mary, since, through her, it was able to receive the Christ, surely after her, it also owes to 
Joseph special thanks and veneration.  
For he it is who marks the closing of the old testament. In him the dignity of the prophets and patriarchs achieves its 
promised fulfilment. Moreover; he alone possessed in the flesh what God in his goodness promised to them over and 

again.  

It is beyond doubt that Christ did not deny to Joseph in heaven that intimacy, respect, and high honour which he 
showed to him as to a father during his own human life, but rather completed and perfected it. Justifiably the words 
of the Lord should be applied to him, "Enter into the joy of your Lord." Although it is the joy of eternal happiness that 
comes into the heart of man, the Lord prefers to say to him "enter into joy". The mystical implication is that this joy 
is not just inside man, but surrounds him everywhere and absorbs him, as if he were plunged in an infinite abyss.  
Therefore be mindful of us, blessed Joseph, and intercede for us with Him Whom men thought to be your Son. Win 
for us the favour of the most Blessed Virgin your spouse, the mother of Him Who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit 

through ages unending. Amen.  
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Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

Fourth Sunday in Lent,  Class I, Rose  
Galatians 4: 22 -31; St. John 6: 1 -15  

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, March 15  Thursday, March 18  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Monday of the Fourth Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

3 Kings 3: 16 -28; St. John 2: 13 -25  
 

Nancy Baumgartner  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Thursday of the Fourth Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

4 Kings 4: 25 -38; St. Luke 7: 11 -16  
 

Catherine Ann Garvey  

Tuesday, March 16  Friday, March 19  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Tuesday of the Fourth Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Exodus 32: 7 -14; St. John 7: 14 -31  
 

Pro Populo  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Saint Joseph, Confessor,  
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
Class I, White  

Wisdom 45: 1 -6; St. Matthew 1: 18 -21  

 

Matthew Mahar  

Wednesday, March 17  Saturday, March 20  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Wednesday of the Fourth Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Ezechiel 36: 23 -28; Isaias 1: 16 -19;  
St. John 9: 1 -38  

Diane Mowby +  

Propers:  
 
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

Saturday of the Fourth Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Isaias 49: 8 -15; St. John 8: 12 -20  
 

Matthew Mahar  

Confessions  
Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at Saint Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at 

Saint Thomas the Apostle, and at Saint Cecilia, if possible. Other times by arrangement.  


