
The bishop lifts up his voice in the Consecratory Preface and then processes back to 
the ancillary chapel where the relics await. These leave their place in that chapel in 
order to welcome and enthrone Our Lord onto their respective altars. They are car-
ried back triumphantly to the church while the people bear candles and sing hymns 
and antiphons to their honor. Each reliquary arrives at its altar and is buried in the 
sepulcher with blessed cement.  

The bishop now returns to the interior walls. With the holy chrism, he anoints the 
walls at each of the twelve candles, meanwhile saying, ñMay this temple be sancti-
fied and consecrated in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, to the honor of God and to the memory of Saint N.ò This anointing with its 
accompanying prayer constitutes the essence of the consecration of the church. It 
is, according to Guéranger, a figure of confirmation. The building is now a church 
properly so called, its complete initiation waits only on the chrismation of the altar 
and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  
At the altar the bishop again traces the five crosses, this time using holy chrism in place of Gregorian water. These five 
crosses recall the five wounds of Christ, from which all the fruits of the altar flow. The corners of the altar are also anoi nte d 
where they meet the mensa . Finally, the bishop lays on the crosses grains of incense and wax, which he enflames as a fore-
shadowing of the true Sacrifice to come. As they burn, those present sing the Come, Holy Ghost . A prayer is sung which 

concludes the consecration of the altar; it is now sanctified, a symbol of Christ, ready to bear that Sacrifice in which Chri st 
serves at once as priest, altar, and oblation. Altar cloths, candles, and other ornamentation are brought in. What follows is  
the end towards which all has been ordered: the church has been consecrated in order to consecrate. Taking bread and 
wine, the bishop pronounces those words which call Our Lord to descend from heaven and pitch His tent once again 
amongst men. The building has assumed its sacred dignity; it has become a dwelling for the divinity. The work of the con-
secration is finished.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Second Week in Lent ï Sunday: God the Father Delivered Christ to His Passion  
Source:   St. Thomas Aquinas, Meditations & Readings for Lent (1937, repr., London:   Sheed & Ward, 1976), 68 -70.  

 God spared not even His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. ï Rom. viii. 32  
  
Christ suffered willingly, moved by obedience to His Father.  Wherefore, God the Father delivered Christ to his Passion and 
this in three ways:  
I   Because the Father of His eternal will, preordained the Passion of Christ as the means whereby to free the human 
race.  So it is said in Isaias, The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Isa. liii. 6), and again, The Lord was pleased to 
bruise him in infirmity ( ibid.  liii. 10).  
II  Because He inspired Our Lord with the willingness to suffer for us, pouring into his soul the love which produced the 
will to suffer.  Whence the prophet goes on to say, He was offered because it was his own will  (Isa. liii. 7).  
III  Because He did not protect Our Lord from the Passion, but exposed him to his persecutors.  Whence we read in St. 
Mathewôs Gospel, that as he hung on the cross Christ said, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matt. xxvii. 46).  
For God the Father, that is to say, had left him at the mercy of his torturers.  

 To hand over an innocent man to suffering and to death, against his will, compelling him to die as it were would be 
cruel and wicked.  But it was not in this way that God the Father handed over Christ.  He handed over Christ by inspiring 
Him with the will to suffer for us.  By so doing the severity of God is made clear to us, that no sin is forgiven without pun-
ishment undergone, which St. Paul again teaches when he says, God spared not his own Son .  At the same time Godôs 
goodheartedness is shown in the fact whereas man could not, no matter what his punishment, sufficiently make satisfac-
tion, God has given man someone who can make that satisfaction for him.  Which is what St. Paul means by, He delivered 
him up for us all , and again when he says, God hath proposed Christ to be propitiation, through faith in his blood (Rom. iii. 
25).  The same activity in a good man and in a bad man is differently judged inasmuch as the root from which it proceeds is 
different.  The Father, for example, delivered over Christ and Christ delivered himself and this from love, and therefore 
They are praised.  Judas delivered Him from love of gain, the Jews from hatred, Pilate from the worldly fear with which he 
feared Caesar, and these are rightly regarded with horror. ( Summa Theologiae IIIa, q. 47, a. 3)  Christ therefore did not 

owe to death the debt of necessity, but of charity ï the charity to men by which he willed their salvation, and the charity to 
God by which he willed to fulfill Godôs will, as it says in the gospel, Not as I will but as Thou wilt (Matt. xxvi. 39). (2 Dist. xx 
I 5)  
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Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

Second Sunday in Lent,  Class I, Violet  
1 Thessalonians 4: 1 -7; St. Matthew 17: 1 -9 

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Pro Populo  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, March 1  Thursday, March 4  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Monday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Daniel 9: 15 -19; St. John 8: 21 -29  
 

Emil Wakeen   

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Thursday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Jeremias 17: 5 -10; St. Luke 16: 19 -31  
 
Joel Erickson +   

Tuesday, March 2  Friday, March 5  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Tuesday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

3 Kings 17: 8 -16; St. Matthew 23: 1 -12  
 
Patricia McGalloway +  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Friday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Genesis 37: 6 -22; St. Matthew 21: 33 -46  

 
John P. McGalloway, Sr. +   

Wednesday, March 3  Saturday, March 6  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
 
Intention:  

Wednesday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Esther 13: 8 -11, 15 -17;  
St. Matthew 20: 17 -28  
Clarke McGalloway +   

Propers:  
 
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

Saturday of the Second Week in Lent  
Class III, Violet  
 

Genesis 27: 6 -40; St. Luke 15: 11 -32  
 
Mary McGalloway +   

Confessions  
Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at Saint Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at 

Saint Thomas the Apostle, and at Saint Cecilia, if possible. Other times by arrangement.  


