
OUR  M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Mater Misericordiæ (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and  
charity through confession of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in the  

Sacraments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the Bishop of the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter.  

 

 

The Star of Bethlehem  by Sir Edward Burne -Jones , c. 1885 -1890.  
 

St. Ignatius of Antioch to the Ephesians:  

A star shone forth in heaven above all the other stars, the light of Which was inexpressible, while its novelty struck 
men with astonishment. And all the rest of the stars, with the sun and moon, formed a chorus to this star, and its 
light was exceedingly great above them all. And there was agitation felt as to whence this new spectacle came, so 
unlike to everything else in the heavens.  

St. John Chrysostom, Commentaries on the Gospel of Matthew:  
For if ye can learn what the star was, and of what kind, and whether it were one of the common stars, or new and 
unlike the rest, and whether it was a star by nature or a star in appearance only, we shall easily know the other 
things also. Whence then will these points be manifest? From the very things that are written. Thus, that this star 

was not of the common sort, or rather not a star at all, as it seems at least to me, but some invisible power trans-
formed into this appearance, is in the first place evident from its very course. For there is not, there is not any star 
that moves by this way, but whether it be the sun you mention, or the moon, or all the other stars, we see them go-
ing from east to west; but this was wafted from north to south; for so is Palestine situated with respect to Persia.  

Pope St. Leo the Great, thirty - first sermon:  
To three wise men, therefore, appeared a star of new splendour in the region of the East, which, being brighter and 
fairer than the other stars, might easily attract the eyes and minds of those that looked on it, so that at once that 

might be observed not to be meaningless, which had so unusual an appearance.  

St. Ephraem,"Hymns for Epiphany":  
In the Height and the Depth the Son had two heralds. The star of light proclaimed Him from above; John likewise 
preached Him from beneath: two heralds, the earthly and the heavenly. The star of light, contrary to nature, shone 

forth of a sudden; less than the sun yet greater than the sun. Less was it than he in manifest light; and greater than 
he in secret might because of its mystery .  
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Notitiæ  
January 3, 2010  

Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

Most Holy Name of Jesus,  Class II, White  
Acts of the Apostles 4: 8 -12; Luke 2: 21  

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Pro Populo  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, January 4  Thursday, January 7  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
 
Intention:  

St. Elizabeth Seton, Widow, Class III, 
White  
Proverbs 31: 10 -30; Matthew 13: 44 -52  

 
Ruth Cassell+  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Feria of the Epiphany, Class IV, White  

 

Isaias 60: 1 -6; Matthew 2: 1 -12  
  
Barbara M. Nelson  

Tuesday, January 5  Friday, January 8  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. John Neumann, Bishop and Con-
fessor, Class III, White  

 

Eccl. 44: 16 -27; 45: 3 -20 Matt 25: 14 -23  
 
Thomas Flood+  

Propers:  
  
 

Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Feria of the Epiphany, Class IV, White  
 
 

Isaias 60: 1 -6; Matthew 2: 1 -12  
 
Jeffrey L. Nelson, MD  

Wednesday, January 6  Saturday, January 9  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Epiphany, Class I, White  

 

Isaias 60: 1 -6; Matthew 2: 1 -12  
 
Loren E. Nelson, MD  

Propers:  
 
Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

Saturday of our Lady, Class  IV, White  
 
Titus 3: 4 -7; Luke 2: 15 -20  

 
Christopher Nelson  

Confessions  

Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at Saint Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at 

St. Thomas the Apostle, and at St. Cecilia, if possible. Other times by arrangement.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Burne-Jones

