
OUR  M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Mater Misericordiæ (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and  

charity through confession of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in the  

Sacraments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the 

Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martyrdom  
The apocryphal  Greek Acts of his martyrdom  were printed by Cotelier in his "Patres Apost."  They relate how he converted 
Theodora, wife of Sisinnius, a courtier of Nerva, and (after miracles ) Sisinnius himself and four hundred and twenty - three 
other persons  of rank. Trajan  banishes the pope  to the Crimea, where he slakes the thirst of two thousand Christian  confes-
sors by a miracle . The people of the country are converted, seventy - five churches are built. Trajan , in consequence, orders 
Clement to be thrown into the sea with an iron anchor. But the tide every year recedes two miles, revealing a Divinely built 
shrine which contains the martyr's  bones. This story is not older than the fourth century. It is known to Gregory of Tours  in 
the sixth. About 868 St. Cyril, when in the Crimea on the way to evangelize the Chazars, dug up some bones in a mound 

(not in a tomb  under the sea), and also an anchor. These were believed to be the relics  of St. Clement. They were carried 
by St. Cyril to Rome , and deposited by Adrian II  with those of St. Ignatius of Antioch  in the high altar  of the basilica of St. 
Clement in Rome . St. Clement is first mentioned as a martyr  by Rufinus (c. 400). Pope Zozimus in a letter to Africa in 417 
relates the trial and partial acquittal of the heretic  Caelestius in the basilica of St. Clement; the pope  had chosen this church 
because Clement had learned the Faith from St. Peter, and had given his life for it (Ep. ii). He is also called a martyr  by the 
writer known as Praedestinatus (c. 430) and by the Synod of Vaison  in 442.  
The basilica  
With its atrium, its choir enclosed by a wall, its ambos , it is the most perfect model of an early basilica in Rome , though it 
was built as late as the first years of the twelfth century by Paschal II, after the destruction of this portion of the city by the 
Normans under Robert Guiscard . Paschal II followed the lines of an earlier church, on a rather smaller scale, and employed 
some of its materials and fittings. The marble wall of the present choir is of the date  of John II  (533 -5). In 1858 the older 
church was unearthed, below the present building, by the Prior Father Mulooly, O.P. Still lower were found chambers of im-

perial date and walls of the Republican period. The lower church  was built under Constantine (d. 337) or not much later. St. 
Jerome  implies that it was not new in his time: "nominis eius [Clementis] memoriam usque hodie Romae exstructa ecclesia 
custodit" ( Illustrious Men  15 ). It is mentioned in inscriptions of Damasus (d. 383) and Siricius (d. 398). De Rossi  thought 
the lowest chambers belonged to the house of Clement, and that the room immediately under the altar was probably the 
original memoria  of the saint . These chambers communicate with a shrine of Mithras , which lies beyond the apse  of the 
church, on the lowest level. De Rossi  supposed this to be a Christian  chapel  purposely polluted by the authorities during the 
last persecution . 
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Notitiæ  
November 22, 2009  

Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

Last Sunday after Pentecost,  Class II Green  
Colossians 1:9 -14;  St. Matthew 24:15 -35  

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Pro Populo  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, November 23  Thursday, November 26  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
 
Intention:  

St. Clement I, Pope, Martyr Class III 
Red 
Philippians 3:17 -21; 4:1 -3 St. Matthew 

16:13 -19  
Theresa Tapia Salas+  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. Sylvester, Abbot, Class III White  
 
Eccl. 45:1 -6; St. Matthew 19:27 -29  

  
Bright Family  

Tuesday, November 24  Friday, November 27  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. John of the Cross, Confessor, Doc-
tor Class III White  
2 Timothy 4:1 -8; St. Matthew 5:13 -19  

 

Concna Nunez+    

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, 
Class III White  
Apocalypse 12:1,5,14,15 -16; St. John 2:1

-11  

Bright Family  

Wednesday, November 25  Saturday, November 28  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin, 
Martyr, Class III Red  
Eccl. 51:1 -8,12; St. Matthew 25:1 -13  
 
 Joseph Farias  

Propers:  
 
Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

Saturday of Our Lady, Class IV White  
 
Eccl. 24:14 -16; St. John 19:25 -27  

 
Aedee & Christina Latten  

Confessions  

Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at St. 

Thomas the Apostle, and at St. Cecilia, if possible. Other times by arrangement.  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01601a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10338a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15015a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03712a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10338a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15015a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07018b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14773b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12734a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01156a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07644a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07346b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07256b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/16078b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01381e.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07072b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04636c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08421b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04558a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08341a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08341a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2708.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04739c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04171a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10402a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01659a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04739c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03712a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03574b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11703a.htm

