The Traditional Catholic Liturgy
Adapted from The Liturgical Year by Abbot Gueranger
The Dedication of the Archbasilica  of Our Savior & November 9

Today is the birthday of the mother and mistress of al | chur cheo$ Qur Savibrl, AdaDei ( Goddés Pal ace),

gol den b dMmdientiinscapdion once found on the greater apse. It is also calledodlSatedamd dfatt ¢
|l ocation in Rome and 06St. John after St . John the Baptist and St.
therein) . It is a new Sinai, whence the apostolic oracles and so many Councils have made known to the world the law of
salvation. No wonder that this Feast is celebrated in the Universal Church calendar.

Although the Popes have for centuries ceased to dwell in the Lateran palace, the Archbasilica  still holds the first rank. It

is as true now, as it was in the time of St . Pet er Dami an, OturoSavior is the Headt offthe glect, so the church
which bears His Name is the head of all churches; those  of St. Peter and St. Paul, on its right and left, are the two arms
with which this sovereign and universal church embraces the whole earth, saving all those who desire salvation, cherishing

and protecting them i n (EpistsLibn2d) e rAncSt. Peteo Bamiancapplied conjointly to Our Savior and His
Basilicathewords oft he prophet Zacharias: fiBehold a Man, the Orient is His
shall build a temple to the Lord. Yea, He shall build a temple to the Lord: and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit, and rul e

upon His throne: and He shall (ach &1 ri3est wupon His thronebo

It was at the Lateran Basilica that the Roman Pontiffs took official possession
of the Pope as Bishop of Rome, the episcopal functions were performed 0 the blessing of the Holy Oils on Maundy Thursday,
and on Holy Saturday the blessing  of the Baptismal Font, the Solemn Baptisms and Confirmations, and the general Ordina-
tions. Let us now read the liturgical history of this day:
The rites observed by the Roman Church in consecrating churches and altars were instituted by the blessed Pope Syl-
vesterr For although from apostolic times churches were dedicated to
6churches; 6 and in them the Chri st i anofphe wgek and thesestteeynbolle ptay, tvear theh e  f i r st
Word of God, and receive the Holy Eucharist; yet hitherto they were never so solemnly consecrated, nor was an altar
erected in them, anointed with Chrism, to represent and signify Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is  our Altar, our Victim, and our
Priest.
But when the Emperor Constantine had received health of body and soul by the Sacrament of Baptism, he promulgated a
law to the whole world, allowing the Christians to build churches; and he encouraged them in this work by his own example
as well as by this edict. Thus, in his Lateran palace he dedicated a Church to Our Savior ; and founded the adjoining Baptis-
tery in honor  of St. John the Baptist, on the very spot where he himself had been baptized by St. Sylvester and cleansed
from the leprosy  of infidelity.  The Pontiff consecrated it on the fifth of the Ides of November (November 9); and we cele-
brate the memory thereof on this same day, whereon for the first time a church was publicly dedicated in Rome, and there
appeared before the eyes of the Roman people an image of Our Savior depicted on the wall.
Although later on, when consecrating the altar of the Prince of the Apostles, Blessed Sylvester decreed that thencefor-
ward all altars should be built of stone; yet the altar ~ of the Lateran Basilica was  of wood.  This, however, is not surprising.
For from the time  of St. Peter down to Pope Sylvester, persecution prevented the Pontiffs from having any fixed abode; so
that they offered the Holy Sacrifice either in crypts or cemeter-
ies, or in the houses of the faithful, as necessity compelled
them, upon the said wooden altar, which was hollow like a

of their See. There each year, in the name

chest. When peace was granted to the Church, Saint Sylvester
placed this altar in the first church, the Lateran; and in honor of
the Prince of the Apostles, who is said to have offered the Holy

Sacrifice upon it, and of the other Pontiffs who had used it up

to that time, he decreed that no one should celebrate Mass

upon it except the Roman Pontiff. This church, having been
injured and half ruined in consequence of fires, hostile inva-
sions, and earthquakes, was several times repaired by the care

of the Popes. After a new restoration Pope Benedict XllI, a
Dominican, solemnly consecrated it, on the 28th of April in the
year 1726, and ordered the commemoration thereof to be cele-

brated on this present day. The great works undertaken by
Pius IX have been happily completed by Leo XIII i thatis, the
principal apse, which was threatening to fall because of age,
has been very much enlarged; the ancient mosaic, already par-

tially restored at different times, has been reconstructed on the

old model, and transferred to the new apse, which is beautifully

and richly decorated; the roof and woodwork of the transepts
have been renewed and ornamented. Moreover, a sacristy and

a house for the Canons have been added, as well as portico
connecting these buildings withBhheConstantineos
whole work was completed in 1884.

Baptistery.
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Notitiee
November 8th, 2009

Sunday Masses

Propers: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Class Il Green
Readings: Philippians 3:17 -21;4:1 -3; St. Matthew 9:18 -26
10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)
Intention: Pro Populo
1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 h st. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)
Intention: Pro Populo

Weekday Masses

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)
and 7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation

Monday, November 9 Thursday, November 12
Propers: Dedication of the Archbasilica of Our Propers: St. Martin | Pope and Martyr, Class Il
Holy Savior,  Class Il White Red
Readings: Apocalypse 21:2 -5; St. Luke 19:1  -10 Readings: | Pet.5:1 -4,10 -11; St. Matthew 16:13 -19
Intention: Kenneth Lashutka Intention: Laura Polgar
Tuesday, November 10 Friday, November 13
Propers: St. Andrew Avellino, Confessor, Class Propers: St. Francis Xavier Cabrini, Virgin Class
I White Il White

Readings: Eccl. 31:8 -11; St. Luke 12:35 -40 Readings: | Cor. 1:26 -31; St. Matthew 11:25 -30
Intention: Matthew A. Mahar Intention: Madeline Lashutka

Wednesday, November 11 Saturday, November 14
Propers: St. Martin of Tours Bishop and Con- Propers: St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr, Class

fessor, Class lll White Il Red

Readings: Eccl. 44:45; St. Luke 11:33 -36 Readings: Hebrews 5:1 -6; St. John 10:11 -16
Intention: Lucy Marmol Intention: Grant Lashutka

Friday

5-5:30 pmand Saturday 3:30 -4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle.

Sunday before Mass at
St. Thomas the Apostle, and at St [

Ceciliabs, i f




