ST. MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE

(22 July, 1647 1 17 October , 1690)
Feast Day October 17

On 25 May, 1671, she entered the Visitation Con-
vent at Paray, where she was subjected to many trials
to prove her vocation, and in November, 1672, pro-
nounced her final vows. She had a delicate constitu-
tion, but was gifted with intelligence and good judge-
ment, and in the cloister she chose for herself what
was most repugnant to her nature, making her life one
of inconceivable sufferings, which were often relieved
or instantly cured by our Lord, Who acted as her Direc-
tor, appeared to her frequently and conversed with
her, confiding to her the mission to establish the devo-
tion to His Sacred Heart. These extraordinary occur-
rences drew upon her the adverse criticism of the com-
munity, who treated her as a visionary, and her supe-
rior commanded her to live the common life. But her
obedience, her humility, and invariable charity towards
those who persecuted her, finally prevailed, and her
mission, accomplished in the crucible of suffering, was
recognized even by those who had shown her the most
bitter opposition.

Margaret Mary was inspired by Christ to establish
the Holy Hour and to pray lying prostrate with her face
to the ground from eleven till midnight on the eve of
the first Friday of each month, to share in the mortal
sadness He endured when abandoned by His Apostles
in His Agony, and to receive holy Communion on the
first Friday of every month. In the first great revela-
tion, He made known to her His ardent desire to be
loved by men and His design of manifesting His Heart
with all Its treasures of love and mercy, of sanctifica-

tion and salvation. He appointed the Friday after the
octave of the feast of Corpus Christi as the feast of the
Sacred Heart; He called her "the Beloved Disciple of
the Sacred Heart", and the heiress of all Its treasures.
The love of the Sacred Heart was the fire which con-
sumed her, and devotion to the Sacred Heart is the
refrain of all her writings. In her last illness she refused
all alleviation, repeating frequently: "What have | in
heaven and what do | desire on earth, but Thee alone,
O my God", and died pronouncing the Holy Name of
Jesus.

The discussion of the mission and virtues of Marga-
ret Mary continued for years. All her actions, her reve-
lations, her spiritual maxims, her teachings regarding
the devotion to the Sacred Heart, of which she was the
chief exponent as well as the apostle, were subjected
to the most severe and minute examination, and finally
the Sacred Congregation of rites passed a favourable
vote on the heroic virtues of this servant of God. In
March, 1824, Leo Xl pronounced her Venerable, and
on 18 September, 1864, Pius IX declared her Blessed.
When her tomb was canonically opened in July, 1830,
two instantaneous cures took place. Her body rests
under the altar in the chapel at Paray, and many strik-
ing favours have been obtained by pilgrims attracted
thither from all parts of the world. Her feast is cele-
brated on 17 October. [Editor's Note: St. Margaret Mary
was canonized by Benedict XV in 1920.].

HOLY OILS

There are three kinds of sacred oils, all of which signify
the work of the Holy Spirit and symbolize it in that oil

"serves to sweeten, to strengthen, to render sup-
ple" (Catholic Encyclopedia). The three holy oils are:

X The Oil of Catechumens ("Oleum Catechumenorum
or "Oleum Sanctum") used in Baptism along with wa-
ter, in the consecration of churches, in the blessing of
Altars, in the ordination of priests, and, sometimes, in
the crowning of Catholic kings and queens.

X The Holy Chrism ("Sanctum Chrisma") or "Oil of
Gladness," which is olive oil mixed with a small amount
of balm or balsam. It is used in Confirmation, Baptism,
in the consecration of a Bishop, the consecration of a
various things such as churches, chalices, patens, and
bells.

X The Oil of the Sick ("Oleum Infirmorum"), which is
used in Unction.

The blessing of oils is performed by the Bishop of each
diocese on Maundy Thursday ("Holy Thursday") in the
diocese's cathedral during a "Chrism Mass." The oils are
kept in metal or glass bottles called "chrismatories,"
"chrismals,” or "ampullae." These vessels are then
stored in a cabinet called an "ambry," which is usually
fixed to the wall of the sanctuary. Priests also have a
portable "oilstock" which has a section for each of the
three holy oils. Lay people are not to handle the holy
oils, even to carry them, except in emergencies.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
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Sunday Masses

Propers: 18th Sunday after Pentecost, Class Il Green
Readings: Ephesians 4:23 -28; St. Matthew  22:1 -14
10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)
Intention: Pro Populo
1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 " St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)
Intention: Pro Populo

Weekday Masses

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)
and 7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation
Monday, October 12 Thursday, October 15
Propers: Feria, Class IV Green Propers: St. Theresa of Avila Virgin and Doc-
tor, Class Ill White
Readings: Ephesians 4:23 -28; St. Matthew 22:1 -14 Readings: Il Cor.10:17 -18;11:1 -2; St. Matthew
25:1 -13
Intention: Bright Family Intention: Bright Family
Tuesday, October 13 Friday, October 16
Propers: St. Edward the Confessor and King Propers: St. Hedwig Widow, Class Ill White
Class Il White
Readings: Eccle. 31:8 -11; St. Luke 12:35 -40 Readings: Prov. 31:10 -31; St. Matthew 13:44 -52
Intention: Bright Family Intention: Emil Wauken
Wednesday, October 14 Saturday, October 17
Propers: St. Callistus | Pope and Martyr, Class Propers: St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Class Il
Il Red White
Readings: | Peter 5:1 -4,10 -11; St. Matthew 16:13  -19 Readings: Eph. 3:8 -9,14 -19;St. Matthew 11:25  -30
Intention: Fr. Federico Massulti Intention: FSSP

Friday

5-5:30 pmand Saturday 3:30 -4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle.
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