
OUR  M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Mater Misericordiæ (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and  

charity through confession of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in the  

Sacraments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the 

Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter.  

ST. BRUNO, CONFESSOR  

Confessor , ecclesiastical  writer, and founder of the 
Carthusian Order . He was born at Cologne  about the 
year 1030; died 6 October, 1101. He is usually repre-

sented with a death's head in his hands, a book and a 
cross, or crowned  with seven stars; or with a roll bear-

ing the device O Bonitas . His feast  is kept on the 6th of 
October. St. Bruno was buried in the little cemetery of 
the hermitage of St. Mary, and many miracles  were 
worked at his tomb . He had never been formally can-
onized . His cult, authorized for the Carthusian Order  by 

Leo X  in 1514, was extended to the whole church by 
Gregory XV , 17 February, 1623, as a semi -double 
feast, and elevated to the class of doubles by Clement 
X, 14 March, 1674. St. Bruno  is the popular saint of 
Calabria; every year a great multitude resort to the 
Charterhouse of St. Stephen, on the Monday and Tues-
day of Pentecost, when his relics  are borne in proces-

sion to the hermitage of St. Mary, where he lived, and 
the people visit the spots sanctified by his presence. An 
immense number of medals  are struck in his honour  
and distributed to the crowd, and the little Carthusian  

habits, which so many children of the neighbourhood 
wear, are blessed. He is especially invoked, and suc-

cessfully, for the deliverance of those possessed. As a 
writer and founder of an order, St. Bruno occupies an 
important place in the history of the eleventh century. 

 

He composed commentaries on the Psalms and on the 
Epistles of St. Paul, the former written probably during 
his professorship at Reims, the latter during his stay at 
the Grande Chartreuse if we may believe an old manu-

script seen by Mabillon -- "Explicit glosarius Brunonis 

heremitae super Epistolas B. Pauli." Two letters of his 
still remain, also his profession of faith, and a short 
elegy on contempt for the world which shows that he 
cultivated poetry. The "Commentaries" disclose to us a 
man of learning; he knows a little Hebrew and Greek 
and uses it to explain, or if need be, rectify the Vul-

gate; he is familiar with the Fathers, especially St. 
Augustine and St. Ambrose, his favourites. "His style", 
says Dom Rivet, "is concise, clear, nervous and simple, 
and his Latin as good as could be expected of that cen-
tury: it would be difficult to find a composition of this 
kind at once more solid and more luminous, more con-

cise and more clear". His writings have been published 
several times: at Paris, 1509 -24; Cologne, 1611 -40; 
Migne, Latin Patrology, CLII, CLIII, Montreuil -sur -Mer, 
1891. The Paris edition of 1524 and those of Cologne 

include also some sermons and homilies which may be 
more justly attributed to St. Bruno, Bishop of Segni. 
The Preface of the Blessed Virgin has also been 

wrongly ascribed to him; it is long anterior, though he 
may have contributed to introduce it into the liturgy.  

St. Bruno's distinction as the founder of an order 
was that he introduced into the religious life the mixed 

form, or union of the eremitical and cenobite modes of 
monasticism, a medium between the Camaldolese Rule 
and that of St. Benedict. He wrote no rule, but he left 
behind him two institutions which had little connection 
with each other -- that of Dauphiné and that of Calabria. 
The foundation of Calabria, somewhat like the Camal-
dolese, comprised two classes of religious: hermits, 

who had the direction of the order, and cenobites who 
did not feel called to the solitary life; it only lasted a 

century, did not rise to more than five houses, and fi-
nally, in 1191, united with the Cistercian Order. The 
foundation of Grenoble, more like the rule of St. Bene-
dict, comprised only one kind of religious, subject to a 
uniform discipline, and the greater part of whose life 

was spent in solitude, without, however, the complete 
exclusion of the conventual life. This life spread 
throughout Europe, numbered 250 monasteries, and in 
spite of many trials continues to this day.  

The great figure of St. Bruno has been often 
sketched by artists and has inspired more than one 
masterpiece: in sculpture, for example, the famous 
statue by Houdon, at St. Mary of the Angels in Rome, 
"which would speak if his rule did not compel him to 
silence"; in painting, the fine picture by Zurbaran, in 
the Seville museum, representing Urban II and St. 

Bruno in conference; the Apparition of the Blessed Vir-
gin to St. Bruno, by Guercino at Bologna; and above all 
the twenty - two pictures forming the gallery of St. 
Bruno in the museum of the Louvre, "a masterpiece of 
Le Sueur and of the French school".  
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Notitiæ  
October 4, 2009  

Sunday Masses  

Propers:  
Readings:  

18th Sunday after Pentecost,  Class II Green  
I Corinthians 1: 4 -8; St. Matthew  9: 1 -8  

  
Intention:  

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)  
Pro Populo  

  
Intention:  

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 th  St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)  
Pro Populo  

Weekday Masses  

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)  

and  7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation  

Monday, 0ctober 5  Thursday, October 8  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
 
Intention:  

St. Placid and companions Martyrs, 
Class IV Red  
Wisdom 5:16 -20; St. Luke 6:17 -23  

 
All souls in purgatory  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. Bridget of Sweden, Widow Class III 
White  
Prov. 31:10 -31; St. Matthew 13:44 -52  

 
All souls in purgatory  

Tuesday, 0ctober 6  Friday, October 9  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. Bruno, Confessor Class III White  
 
Eccle. 31:8 -11; St. Luke 12:35 -40  

 

All souls in purgatory  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

St. John Leonardi, Confessor  Class III 
White  
II Cor. 4:1 -6; 15 -18; St. Luke 10:1 -9 

 

Rose Doris  

Wednesday, 0ctober 7  Saturday, October 10  

Propers:  
  
Readings:  
  
Intention:  

Our Lady of the Rosary, Class II White  
 
Prov. 8:22 -24,32 -35; St. Luke 1:26 -38  

 
All souls in purgatory  

Propers:  
 
Readings:  
  
Intention:  
 

St. Francis Borgia, Confessor Class III 
White  
Eccle. 31:8 -11; St. Luke 12:35 -40  

 
Rose Doris  

Confessions  

Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday  3:30 -4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle. Sunday  before Mass at 
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04215a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03388a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04116a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04380a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06021b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10338a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14773b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02364b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02364b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03388a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09162a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07004b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04028b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04028b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03014a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12734a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10111b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07462a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03388a.htm

