Pope John Paul Il
Ascension is great message of hope
REGINA CAELI: 15 MAY, 1994
(Extract)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

1. Today the feast of the
Ascension of Jesus to heaven is
being celebrated in many parts
of the world. Christ returns to
the glory that has always been
his as Son of God, consubstan-
tial with the Father. But he re-
turns with the human nature

taken from Mary, bringing with

him the glorious marks of his

passion. Indeed, he ascends to
the Father as the Redeemer of
man, to send us the gift of the

Spirit who gives life.

Therefore the Ascension is a
great message of hope. Con-
temporary man, who, despite
the technical and scientific
achievements of which he is
justly proud, risks losing the
ultimate meaning of life, finds
an indication of his destiny in
this mystery. The glorified hu-
manity of Christ is also our hu-
manity: in his person, Jesus
linked God forever to the his-
tory of man and man to the
heart of the heavenly Father.

2. "And behold, | am with
you always, until the end of the
age" (Mt 28:20). Thus the Lord
assures us and this promise of
his invigorates the apostolic
commitment of Christians. After
2,000 years of history, the
Church still feels young today;
with her early enthusiasm, she
wishes to bring the proclama-
tion of God's love to the world.
May the Blessed Virgin also
grant us to keep our gaze con-
stantly turned towards heaven,
and to witness the mystery of
the Ascension with the joy of
life. In this way may she make
us docile instruments of God's Spirit, so that our
proclamation of the saving Word may deeply touch
all hearts and become a source of peace for all.

The Ascension
By Benjamin West
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Propers: Fifth Sunday after Easter, Class Il White
Readings: James 1:22 -27; St. John 16:23 -30
10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)
Intention: Pro Populo
1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24 " st. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)
Intention: Pro Populo

Weekday Masses

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am)
and 7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation

Monday, May 18 Thursday, May 21
Propers: St. Venantius, Martyr Class Ill Red Propers: Ascension of the Lord, Class IV White
Readings:  Wisdom 5:1 -5; St. John 15:1 -7 Readings:  Acts of Apostles 1:1  -11; St. Mark 16:14  -20

6:30am 2 Sean Skees

Intention: James Wathen Intention: 7:00pm 2 CCD Teachers of the Mission

Tuesday, May 19 Friday, May 22
Propers: St. Peter Celestine, Pope and confes- Propers: Requiem Mass (Daily Mass for the dead)

sor, Class Il White Class IV Black
| Peter 5:1 -4,10 -11; St. Matthew 16:13 - Readings: Apocalypse 14:13; St. John 6:51 -55
Readings: 19
Intention: /ILVW 3*UDQW 7KHP S5HVW’
Intention: W. Skees
Wednesday, May 20 Saturday, May 23
Propers: Vigil of the Ascension, Class Il White Propers: Saturday of Our Lady, Class IV White
Commemoration of 2 St. Bernardine
Readings: Ephesians 4: 7 -13 Readings: Eccles. 24: 14 -16St. John 19: 25 -27
Intention: Bill Skees Intention: Poor Souls in Purgatory
Friday 5-5:30 pmand Saturday 3:30 -4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle. Sunday before Mass at
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