Spirit of grace? For we know Him that hath said:
‘Vengeance belongeth to Me, and I will repay.’

And again: ‘The Lord shall judge His people.Oltis a

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the livirgod [/bid. X.
29-31].

But for the Lamb Himself - for Him that gave us
this Blood, and so generously embraced the cross
that saved us - what shall we do? Is it not just
that we should keep close to Him, and that, more
faithful than the apostles who abandoned Him
during His Passion, we should follow Him day by
day, nay, hour by hour, in the way of the cross
that He treads for us?

Finally, after seeing Him
struck and spit upon, and
after the cruel scourging
and the frightful insult of
the crown of thorns, we
will follow our Jesus up
Mount Calvary; we shall
know where His sacred
feet have trod by the
Blood that marks the road. |
We shall have to make our [F8
way through the crowd, ™ |
and, as we pass, we shall
hear terrible imprecations
uttered against our divine &
Master. Having reached
the place of execution, we
shall behold this august
Victim stripped of His gar-
ment, nailed to the cross,
hoisted into the air, as if
the better to expose Him
to insult! We will draw &
near to the free of life, |
that we may lose neither|
one drop of that Blood|
which flows for the clean- [
sing of the world, nor one
single word spoken, for its
instruction, by our dying
Jesus. We will compassion-
ate His Mother, whose heart is pierced through
with a sword of sorrow; we will stand close to
her, when her Son, a few moments before His
death, shall consign us to her fond care. After His
three hours’ agony, we will reverently watch His
sacred Head bow down, and receive, with adoring
love, His last breath.

A bruised and mangled corpse, stiffened by the

The Flagelation of Our Lord Jesus Christ
William Adolphe Bouguereau

cold of death - this is all that remains to us of
that Son of Man, whose first coming into the
world caused us such joy! The Son of the eternal
Father was not satisfied with emptying Himself
and taking the form of a servant [Phil. ii. 7]; this
His being born in the flesh was but the beginning
of His sacrifice; His love was to lead Him even
unto death, even to the death of the cross. He
foresaw that He would not win our love save at
the price of such a generous immolation, and His
heart hesitated not to make it. ‘Let us, therefore,
love God,’ says St. John, ‘because God first loved
us.’ [1 St. John iv. 19]. This is the end the Church
proposes to herself by the
celebration of these solemn
anniversaries. After hum-
bling our pride and our re-
sistance to grace by show-
ing us how divine justice
treats sin, she leads our
hearts to love Jesus, who
delivered Himself up, in our
stead, to the rigours of
o that justice. Woe to us, if
this great week fail to pro-
duce in our souls a just re-
turn towards Him who
loved us more than Him-
self, though we were, and
had made ourselves, His
enemies. Let us say with
the apostle: ‘The charity of
Christ presseth us; that
they who live, may not
now live to themselves, but
unto Him who died for
them.” [2 Cor.v. 14,15].
We owe this return to Him
¥ who made Himself a Victim
for our sake, and who, up
M to the very last moment,
instead of pronouncing
against us the curse we so
justly deserved, prayed
and obtained for us mercy
and grace. He is, one day,
to reappear on the clouds of heaven, and as the
prophet says, men shall look upon Him whom
they have pierced [Zach. iii. 10]. God grant that
we may be of the number of those who, having
made amends by their love for the crimes they
have committed against the divine Lamb, will
then find confidence at the sight of those wounds!

o

Dom Gueranger, The Liturgical Year

OUR M ISSION STATEMENT

Mater Misericordize (Mother of Mercy) Mission glorifies God, uniting its members in faith, hope and char-
ity through confession of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith and through participation in the Sacra-
ments and Traditional Rites of the Missale Romanum of 1962, under the governance of the Bishop of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix and the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter.
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Notitiae
March 29, 2009

Sunday Masses

Propers: Passion Sunday, Class I, Violet
Readings: Hebrews 9:11-15; St. John 8:46-59

10:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Clarkdale, AZ)
Intention: Pro Populo

1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24
Intention: Pro Populo

Weekday Masses

At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 a m)
and 7:00 pm on Holy Days of Obligation

Monday, March 30

th st. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix)

Thursday, April 2

Propers: Monday of Passion week, Class III Propers: Thursday of Passion week, Class III
Violet Violet

Readings: Jonas 3:1-10; St. John 7:32-39 Readings: Daniel 3:25,34-35; St. Luke 7:36-50

Intention: Caleb Insco Intention: + Pope John Paul II +

Tuesday, March 31 Friday, April 3

Propers: Tuesday of Passion week, Class III Propers: Friday of Passion week, Class III Violet
Violet

Readings: Daniel 14:27-42; St. John 7:1-13 Readings: Jeremias 17:13-18; St. John 11:47-54

Intention: +Terri Schiavo + Intention: Noeline Marina Corea

Wednesday, April 1 Saturday, April 4

Propers: Wednesday of Passion week Propers: Saturday of Passion week, Class III Violet
Class III Violet
Readings: Judith 13:22,23-25; St. John 19:25-27
Readings: Leviticus 19:1-2; St. John 10:22-38
Intention: Frank G. Kestner, Jr.
Intention: + Edwald Lynch +

Friday 5-5:30 pm and Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle. Sunday before Mass at
St. Thomas the Apostle, and at St. Cecilia’s, if possible. Other times by arrangement.




Sunday Collect

We beseech Thee, almighty God, mercifully look
upon Thy family: that by Thy great goodness it
may be governed in body, and by Thy protection
be preserved in mind. Through our Lord.

Sunday Epistle
Hebrews 9:11-15

Brethren: Christ being come an High Priest of the
good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation: neither by the blood of goats
or of calves, but by His own blood, entered once
into the Holies, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion. For if the blood of goats and of oxen and the
ashes of an heifer, being sprinkled, sanctify such
as are defiled, to the cleansing of the flesh:
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, by
the Holy Ghost, offered Himself unspotted unto
God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, to
serve the living God? And therefore He is the
Mediator of the new testament: that by means of
His death, for the redemption of those
transgressions which were under the former tes-
tament, they that are called may receive the
promise of eternal inheritance, in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Sunday Gospel
St. John 8:46-59

At that time Jesus said to the multitudes of the
Jews: Which of you shall convince Me of sin? If I
say the truth to you, why do you not believe Me?
He that is of God hearth the words of God. There-
fore you hear them not, because you are not of
God. The Jews therefore answered, and said to
Him: Do not we say well, that Thou art a Samari-
tan, and hast a devil? Jesus answered: I have not
a devil: but I honour My Father, and you have
dishonored Me. But I seek not My own glory:
there is One that seeketh and judged. Amen,
amen, I say to you: If any man keep My word, he
shall not see death for ever. The Jews therefore
said: Now we know that Thou hast a devil. Abra-
ham is dead, and the prophets: and Thou safest:
If any man keep My word, he shall not taste
death for ever. Art Thou greater than our father
Abraham, who is dead? and the prophets are
dead, whom dost Thou make Thyself? Jesus an-
swered: If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing: it
is My Father that glorified Me, of whom you say
that He is your God, and you have not known
Him: but I know Him: And if I shall say that I
know Him not, I shall he like to you, a liar. But I
do know Him, and do keep His word. Abraham
your father rejoiced that he might see My day: he
saw it and was glad. The Jews therefore said to
Him: Thou art not yet fifty years old: and hast

Thou seen Abraham? Jesus said to them: Amen,
amen, I say to you, before Abraham was made, I
am. They took up stones therefore to cast at
Him: but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the
temple.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
AND PRAYER REQUESTS

I Artes Liberales will meet this

\ Saturday, 4 April, and will discuss

" | Georges Bernanos’ novel The Diary of

% a Country Priest (1936). Please RSVP
to mamorose@tempeprep.org.

I Adult polyphonic choir rehearses on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 PM in
Room 13 of the St. Thomas school. All adults
of high school age and older are most wel-
come. Questions? Call Dr. Haefer at 480-968-
5817 or email R.Haefer@ASU.Edu

I Children's Choir The MMM Children's Choir
directed by Miss Montana Avider rehearses
following Mass on Sundays in Room 13.

! For more information about Schola Canto-
rum Sanctae Crucis , contact Dr. Haefer at
480-203-3110.

! Adult Education Nota Bene! Due to Holy
Week Ceremonies et al., the class on the Holy
Father's Spirit of the Liturgy will not meet
again until 23 April

! ALL SAINTS CHURCH IN MESA : on Palm
Sunday, Mass will start at 6:00 a.m . instead
of 6:30 a.m. There will be no procession.

HoLy WEEK SCHEDULE

All ceremonies at St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Holy Thursday 4:00 pm Mass with washing of
feet;
Good Friday:  12:00 noon Stations of the Cross
3:00 pm Solemn Liturgy;
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil: 10:30 pm;
Easter Sunday: 1:00 pm Mass

HOLY FATHEROS INTENTIONS
APRIL 2009

General:  That the Lord may bless
the farmers with an abundant har-
vest and sensitize the richer popula-
tions to the drama of hunger in the
world.

Mission: ~ That the Christians who work in areas
where the conditions of the poor, the weak and

the women and children are most tragic, may be
signs of hope, thanks to their courageous testi-
mony to the Gospel of solidarity and love.

LITURGICAL N OTESNP ASSIONTIDE

The two weeks between Passion Sunday and
Easter. The last week is Holy Week, while the
first is called by the Latins "Hebdomas Passionis",
by the Greeks "Week of the palms" (from the
Sunday following). Before Vespers of Saturday
preceding Passion Sunday the crosses, statues,
and pictures of Our Lord and of the saints on the
altar and throughout the church, with the sole
exception of the crosses and pictures of the Way
of the Cross, are to be covered with a violet veil.
The crosses remain covered until after the sol-
emn denudation of the principal crucifix on Good
Friday. The statues and pictures retain their cov-
ering, no matter what feast may occur, until the
Gloria in Excelsis of Holy Saturday. The practice,
however, of keeping the statue of St. Joseph, if
outside the sanctuary, uncovered during the
month of March, which is dedicated to his hon-
our, even during Passiontide, is tolerated. In
Masses de tempore the Psalm Judica is not said;
the Gloria Patri is omitted at the Asperges, the
Introit, and the Lavabo; and the Preface is of the
Holy Cross. In the Dominical and ferial offices of
the Breviary the doxology is omitted in the Invi-
tatorium and in the responses, whether long or
short. The crosses are veiled because Christ dur-
ing this time no longer walked openly among the
people, but hid himself. Hence in the papal
chapel the veiling formerly took place at the
words of the Gospel: "Jesus autem abscondebat
se." The images of the saints also are covered
because it would seem improper for the servants
to appear when the Master himself is hidden.

In some places the crosses were covered on Ash
Wednesday; in others on the first Sunday of
Lent. In England it was customary on the first
Monday of Lent to cover up all the crucifixes, im-
ages of every kind, the reliquaries, and even the
cup with the Blessed Sacrament. The cloths used
were of white linen or silk and marked with a red
cross. The two beautiful Passiotide hymns,
"Vexilla Regis" and "Pange lingua gloriosi", are
the work of Venantius Fortunatus, Bishop of Poit-

iers. On the Friday of Passion Week the Church
very appropriately honours the Seven Dolours of
Our Lady. On Saturday the Greeks commemorate
Our Lord’s raising of Lazarus.

The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1911
THE M YSTERY OF P ASSIONTIDE

During the four weeks that have preceded, the
Church has been leading the sinner to his conver-
sion; so far, however, this conversion has been
but begun: now she would perfect it. It is no
longer our Jesus fasting and praying in the de-
sert, that she offers to our consideration; it is this
same Jesus, as the great Victim immolated for
the world’s salvation. The fatal hour is at hand;
the power of darkness is preparing to make use
of the time that is still left; the greatest of crimes
is about to be perpetrated. A few days hence the
Son of God is to be in the hands of sinners, and
they will put Him to death. The Church no longer
needs to urge her children to repentance; they
know too well, now, what sin must be, when it
could require such expiation as this. She is all ab-
sorbed in the thought of the terrible event, which
is to close the life of the God-Man on earth; and
by expressing her thoughts through the holy lit-
urgy, she teaches us what our own sentiments
should be.

But the Church knows, too, how hard is the heart
of man, and how, to make him resolve on a thor-
ough Conversion, he must be made to fear. For
this reason, she puts before us those awful im-
precations, which the prophets, speaking in Jesus’
person, pronounced against them that put our
Lord to death. These prophetic anathemas were
literally fulfilled against the obdurate Jews. They
teach us what the Christian, also, must expect, if,
as the apostle so forcibly expresses it, we again
crucify the Son of God [Heb. vi. 6]. In listening to
what the Church now speaks to us, we cannot but
tremble as we recall to mind those other words of
the same apostle: How much more, think ye,
doth he deserve worse punishment, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath es-
teemed the Blood of the testament unclean, (as
though it were some vile thing), by which he was
sanctified, and hath offered an affront to the

FSSP Prayer Requests

Sun. — Fr. Nicholas Zolnerowicz
Mon. - Fr. Gerard Saguto

Tue . — Fr. Carl Gismondi

Wed. - Deacon Michael Stinson
Thu. - Fr. Joseph Howard

Fri. — Fr. Denis Bouchard

Sat. - Fr. Karl Pikus



