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Notitiæ   
 December 23, 2007  

Sunday Masses 

Propers: 
Readings: 

4th Sunday of Advent; Class I, Violet 
I Corinthians 4:1-5; Luke 3:1-6  

 
 
Intention: 

8:00 am Mass at St. Cecilia (Main St, Clarkdale) 
(on first Sundays of the month, 5:30 pm Mass)  
Pro Populo (i.e. For the Members of Mater Misericordiæ Mission) 

Intention: 1:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle (24th St. & Campbell Ave, Phoenix) 
Caleb Insco 

 
 

Weekday Masses 
At St. Thomas the Apostle at 6:30 am (ending 7:15 am) and 

7 pm on Holy Days of Obligation 

Monday, December 24 Thursday, December 27 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

Vigil of Christmas 
Class I, Violet 
 
Romans 1:1-6; Matthew 1:18-21 
 
Annick Linskey 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

St. John the Evangelist, Apostle 
Class II, White 
 
Ecclus. 15:1-6; John 21:19-24 
 
 Kathleen Elizabeth McKay 

Tuesday, December 25 Friday, December 28 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
Class I, White 
 
Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 
 
Benefactors 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

Holy Innocents 
Class II, Red 
 
John 14:1-5; Matthew 2:13-18 
 
 Charles McKay 

Wednesday, December 26 Saturday, December 29 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Protomartyr 
Class II, Red 
 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Matthew 23:34-39 
 
Roylene Moore 

Propers: 
 
 
Readings: 
 
Intentions: 

5th Day in the Octave of Christmas 
Class II, White 
 
Hebrews 5:1-6; John 10:11-16 
 
 Kathleen Mary McKay 

 

 

 

Confessions 
Saturday 4-5 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle.  Sunday before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle 

and St. Cecilia if possible.  Any other time by arrangement. 



FSSP Prayer Requests 
 
Sun. – Fr. Paul Roman 
Mon. – Fr. Joseph Lee 
Tues. – Fr. José Salgado 

Wed. – Fr. Joseph Poisson 
Thurs. – Fr. Carl Gismondi 
 

Fri. – Fr. Charles Van Vliet 
Sat. – Deacon Jonathan Romanoski

 

Parish Announcements and Prayer Requests 
 

 Rev Father Masutti’s new address: 5461 44th St., Sacramento, California, 95820 
  

 Christmas Mass Schedule: Midnight Mass at St. Cecilia’s, Clarkdale. 6:30 am Dawn Mass at St. 
Thomas Apostle; Christmas Day Mass at 1:00 pm at St. Thomas Apostle Church. 
 

 Archconfraternity of St. Stephen Ceremony: Next Sunday, Dec. 30, there will be a ceremony to enroll some 
of our altar servers in the Archconfraternity of St. Stephen. The ceremony will begin at 1 pm, immediately before 
Mass, at St. Thomas the Apostle. Candidates to be enrolled are: John Paul Thurau and Jean-Paul Oei. Also, being 
vested in the red-corded medal is Dominic Amorose. 

_________________________ 
 
 

ST.  THOMAS A BECKET OF CANTERBURY  
Bishop and Martyr 

Commemoration on December 29th 
 

St. Thomas a Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury is the martyr of the liberties of the Church in the XIIth century. Henry 
II, King of England, wished him to sanction customs contrary to the liberties of the Church. St. Thomas knew that to 
make this divine society subservient to the secular power would be to violate her very constitution, and therefore as 
Bishop he would willingly suffer death in defense of the Church of Christ. He was slain in his cathedral by the king’s 
soldiers on December 29, 1170.  The Roman Missal, 1962.  
 
 

_________________________ 
 

 
 

THE FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN 
Martyr 

December 26 
 

Stephen, one the seven deacons chosen by the 
Apostles amongst the most pious and holy 
disciples to help them, received from them the 
mission to organize the meals where the poor 
were fed in common.  
 
St. Stephen was renowned for his virtues and 
worked such great wonders and signs among the 
people that the Jews from five different 
synagogues became alarmed and summoned him 
before the Sanhedrin.  
 
The Jews stoned this holy deacon who invoked our 
Lord, saying: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit . . . 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. His name is 
inscribed in the Canon of the Mass. The Roman 
Missal, 1962. (see, Acts 6, 7; Mt. 23:34-39) 

 
 
 
 



THE FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
December 28 

 
It is because Herod believed the words of the Magi and of the high priests whom he consulted that he sees a rival in 
the Infant of Bethlehem and with jealousy pursues the Child, born King of the Jews. It is this God-King that the 
Innocents by dying confess. Their passion is the exaltation of Christ.  The Roman Missal, 1962.  

 
_________________________ 

 
 

THE HOLY INNOCENTS  
 
The children mentioned in St. Matthew 2:16-18 
 
Herod perceiving that he was deluded by the wise men, was exceeding angry; and sending killed all the men children 
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremias the prophet, saying: A 
voice in Rama was heard, lamentation and great mourning; Rachel bewailing her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not.  
 
The Greek Liturgy asserts that Herod killed 14,000 boys (ton hagion id chiliadon Nepion), the Syrians speak of 
64,000, many medieval authors of 144,000, according to Apoc., xiv, 3. Modern writers reduce the number 
considerably, since Bethlehem was a rather small town . . . This cruel deed of Herod is not mentioned by the Jewish 
historian Flavius Josephus, although he relates quite a number of atrocities committed by the king during the last 
years of his reign. The number of these children was so small that this crime appeared insignificant amongst the other 
misdeeds of Herod. Macrobius (Saturn., IV, xiv, de Augusto et jocis ejus) relates that when Augustus heard that 
amongst the boys of two years and under Herod's own son also had been massacred, he said: "It is better to be 
Herod's hog [ous], than his son [houios]," alluding to the Jewish law of not eating, and consequently not killing, swine 
. . .  
  
The Latin Church instituted the feast of the Holy Innocents at a date now unknown, not before the end of the fourth 
and not later than the end of the fifth century. It is, with the feasts of St. Stephen and St. John, first found in the 
Leonine Sacramentary, dating from about 485. To the Philocalian Calendar of 354 it is unknown. The Latins keep it on 
28 December, theGreeks on 29 December, the Syrians and Chaldeans on 27 December. These dates have nothing to 
do with the chronological order of the event; the feast is kept within the octave of Christmas because the Holy 
Innocents gave their life for the newborn Saviour. Stephen the first martyr (martyr by will, love, and blood), John, the 
Disciple of Love (martyr by will and love), and these first flowers of the Church (martyrs by blood alone) accompany 
the Holy Child Jesus entering this world on Christmas Day. Only the Church of Rome applies the word Innocentes to 
these children; in other Latin countries they are called simply Infantes and the feast had the title "Allisio infantium" 
(Brev. Goth.), "Natale infantum", or "Necatio infantum". The Armenians keep it on Monday after the Second Sunday 
after Pentecost (Armenian Menology, 11 May), because they believe the Holy Innocents were killed fifteen weeks after 
the birth of Christ . . .  
 
The liturgical colour of the Roman Church is purple, not red, because these children were martyred at a time when 
they could not attain the beatific vision. But of compassion, as it were, towards the weeping mothers of Bethlehem, 
the Church omits at Mass both the Gloria and Alleluia; this custom, however, was unknown in the Churches of France 
and Germany. On the octave day, and also when the feast falls on a Sunday, the Roman Liturgy, prescribes the red 
colour, the Gloria, and the Alleluia. In England the feast was called "Childermas".  
 
The Roman Station of 28 December is at St. Paul's Outside the Walls, because that church is believed to possess the 
bodies of several of the Holy Innocents. A portion of these relics was transferred by Sixtus V to Santa Maria Maggiore 
(feast on 5 May; it is a semi-double). The church of St. Justina at Padua, the cathedrals of Lisbon and Milan, and other 
churches also preserve bodies which they claim to be those of some of the Holy Innocents. In many churches in 
England, Germany, and France on the feast of St. Nicholas (6 December) a boy-bishop was elected, who officiated on 
the feast of St. Nicholas and of the Holy Innocents. He wore a mitre and other pontifical insignia, sang the collect, 
preached, and gave the blessing. He sat in the bishop's chair whilst the choir-boys sang in the stalls of the canons. 
They directed the choir on these two days and had their solemn procession (Schmidt, "Thesaurus jur eccl.", III, 67 
sqq.; Kirchenlex., IV, 1400; P.L., CXLVII, 135). 
 
Written by Frederick G. Holweck. Transcribed by Robert B. Olson. Offered to Almighty God for the protection of 
children in the womb and the conversion of people who promote, vote for, and carry out abortions. The Catholic 
Encyclopedia, Volume VII. Published 1910. New York: Robert Appleton Company. Nihil Obstat, June 1, 1910. Remy 
Lafort, S.T.D., Censor. Imprimatur. +John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York 
 

_____________________________ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nativity with Saints, Ortolando Ferrarese, 1520s 
 
 

The Magnificat 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. Because He hath regarded the humility 
of His handmaid; for behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed; because He that is mighty hath 
done great things to me; and holy is His Name. And His mercy is from generation unto generation, to them that fear 
Him.  
 
He hath shown might in His arm: He hath scattered the proud in the conceit of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their thrones, and hath exalted the humble. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich He 
hath sent empty away. He hath received Israel, His servant, being mindful of His mercy: as He spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham, and to his seed forever. Luke 1:46-55.  

 


